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Sourcing Australian Music

There are several main Australian publishing companies, some of whom may be less familiar to 
you. It is worth checking their websites and catalogues often for new releases. Each site also has a 
number of resources, recordings and sample scores for perusal. 

Australian Music Centre www.australianmusiccentre.com.au  
Brolga Music www.brolgamusic.com  
Kookaburra Music www.kookaburramusic.com  
Middle C Music www.middlec.com.au  
Reed Music www.reedmusic.com  
Thorp Music www.thorpmusic.com  
Wirripang www.australiancomposers.com.au  

The Band Down Under - ebook 
Michael Burch-Pesses 
Purchase: www.amazon.com 

This downloadable, searchable e-book brings together program notes, performance information 
and sourcing guides to Australian band repertoire. Of particular use is hard-to-find information 
gathered on works held solely in the Australian Music Centre collection. 

Contacting Composers

Many composers are now self-publishing music or do not formally publish their music. Contacting 
these composers directly is best done through their websites or social media. Wherever possible, 
involve a living composer in your rehearsal process - it will transform the experience for both you 
and the ensemble! 

Themes in Australian Wind Music

Australian Places & Landscapes

On Further Reflection (2013)        Advanced 
David John Lang 
Duration: 9’          
Publisher: Self-published - davidjohnlang.com 

This work chronicles a day in the life of Adelaide’s Rundle Mall in twelve contrasting sections. 
These are underscored by the constant presence of D and F semibreves, representing the iconic 
‘Spheres’ sculpture. Full of varied textures and rhythmic vitality the work is a great opportunity to 
explore how composers depict energy, landscape and activity through sound. It demands strong 
players in all sections including four percussionists. It features extensive solos for cor anglais and 
flugelhorn.  

Aurora Musis Amica (2013)         Medium 
Sally Greenaway 
Duration: 3:00          
Publisher: Australian Music Centre (recording also available for purchase) 
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Commissioned by Canberra Grammar School for the centenary of Canberra celebrations and the 
Canberra International Music Festival in 2013. The work is written for reduced instrumentation - it 
has no saxophone or euphonium parts, but does require harp. The pieces opens with a 
soundscape reminiscent of the dawn bursting into colour over a still lake. It then unfolds into an 
uplifting and hopeful fanfare before fading back into a wash of colours for the final bars. 
The piece includes extended techniques, including bowed harp, bowed vibraphone and 
glockenspiel, flutter tonguing flutes, and some aleatoric moments for muted trumpets. 

Nett Interference (2008)         Advanced 
Taran Carter  
Duration: 4:00          
Publisher: Reed Music 

This short fanfare for wind ensemble recalls computer generated sounds, the click of computer 
keyboards and the now nostalgic sound of a dial-up modem. Frenetic and energetic, this work is a 
great study in rhythm for advancing ensembles. Whilst capturing the hustle and bustle of modern 
Australian life a sinister low brass theme communicates a sense of unease and dissatisfaction. It 
requires an ensemble with well-developed individual internal pulse and five strong percussionists.  

Others: Two Places - Simon Reade, Into the Sun & Twist - Jodie Blackshaw, Honour the Earth - 
Sarah Hopkins, First Light at Uluru - Katia Beaugeais, Small Town - Sculthorpe arr. McAllister

Works Inspired by Art

The Lake and the Hinterland (2007)           Intermediate - Advanced 
Stuart Greenbaum 
Duration: 4:30         
Publisher: Reed Music www.reedmusic.com  

Inspired by the poem Late Autumn Lullaby by Ross Baglin, the Lake and the Hinterland reflects an 
earlier setting of the poem for voice and piano by Stuart Greenbaum. The excerpt inspiring this 
work reads: 
 
Stay close now as winter’s 
White fuse burns across 
The lake and the hinterland 

The piece begins meditatively, reflecting the sparseness of a hinterland’s population. The 
orchestration ebbs and flows - from lone solos to complexly woven rhythmic ideas. Primarily an 
orchestral and chamber writer, Greenbaum’s work demands mature rhythmic reading and 
confident playing to realise the very independently scored parts. There is significant unison writing, 
and interesting harmonic shifts to explore.  

Eliza’s Aria from Wild Swans (2009)      Intermediate 
Eliza Kats-Chernin arr. Ed Keeley 
Duration: 3:00          
Publisher: Fentone Music (de Haske) 
Elena Kat’s Chernin’s ballet Wild Swans is probably best known for this song without words for 
soprano and orchestra, which for many years was the theme song to Philip Adams’ Late Night Live 
radio show on ABC Radio National. Pointillistic, texturally unique and rhythmically challenging, it is 
a great challenge for an intermediate band.  

Others: Letter from Sado - Jodie Blackshaw; The Loaded Dog - Graham Lloyd, The Man from 
Snowy River - Bruce Rowland arr. Bignell & arr. Bocook. 
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Great New & Old Works for Young Band (with a story to two) 

Chase at Midnight (2014)          Junior 
Tim Fisher 
Duration: 3:20 
Publisher: Brolga Music 
Full of contrast this work was inspired by great chase scenes caught on film. The opening section 
provides young musicians an introduction to playing 3/4 in one-in-a-bar, while the relaxed legato 
middle section with opportunity to work on phrasing, balance and blend. This work provides a 
vehicle for discussing how composers create drama, and portray a narrative.  

Best Foot Forward (1987)          Junior 
Ronald Hanmer 
Duration: 2:10  
Publisher: Brolga Music 
This is a great march for young bands by an adopted Australian composer. Best Foot Forward 
provides a great opportunity to teach march form, style, and balance as well as introducing young 
students to the different roles they may play throughout the piece. There are wonderful 
countermelodies scored only for euphonium that may need to be doubled (they require a solid 
player!). The articulation details are particularly well-crafted. Ronald Hanmer is best known for the 
theme to the long-running radio serial Blue Hills.  

A Crack in the Ice (2008)          Junior 
Roger Schmidli 
Duration: 3:30 
Publisher: Brolga Music 

Another dramatic story inspired by film footage (of an ice climber) and an opportunity to discuss 
how the elements of music combine to tell a story. It includes six vital percussion parts that are 
essential to the realisation of the work. This piece is full of contrast and many teaching moments. A 
central percussion break depicts the cracking of the ice.  

Others: 
Whirlwind, Earthshine & Sculpturesque - Jodie Blackshaw; young band works by Brian Hogg, 
Ralph Hultgren, Chris Henzgen, Tim Fisher & Brian West 

From the Heart 
Nurture (2015)         Intermediate-Advanced 
Edward Fairlie 
Duration: 4:10 
Publisher: Self-published. Contact: computersarestupid@hotmail.com  

This beautiful slow work is an expression of love for a friend and colleague - a ‘mother’ figure to 
staff and students at Ed’s school. The scoring includes two trumpets and three independent 
flugelhorn parts, double bass, two tenor saxophone parts and important parts for vibraphone and 
marimba, requiring two players each.  

Others: Storm & Urge - Ed Fairlie, Soulstrom - Jodie Blackshaw, My Sister’s Tears & Jessie’s Well 
- Ralph Hulrgren; Past Life Melodies - Sarah Hopkins, In Stillness - Brian Hogg 

Exoticism 

The Charmer (1996)          
Lyall McDermott 
Duration: 4:10 Difficulty: Junior 
Publisher: Brolga Music 

Wonderful young band piece full of eastern flavour based on F harmonic minor. Interesting 
percussion colours and textures and an opportunity to work on developing tenuto vs. staccato 
articulation. 
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Gypsies (2015)          Advanced 
David Jones 
Duration: 5:00 
Publisher: Brolga Music 

Reminiscent of Adam Gorb’s Yiddish Dances, this vibrant work is exciting to play and conduct. It 
borrows from a European folksong “Ushti-Ushti Baba” and is a great introduction to folk music 
style, inflection and expressiveness. So much musical exploration and discovery can come from 
performing this work. It is technically challenging for all sections and there are extensive solos for 
trumpet, tenor and alto saxophone, clarinet and flute. The two mallet parts are fun but involved! 

Indah Pagi (2015)          Intermediate 
Brian Hogg 
Duration: 4:30 
Publisher: Brolga Music 

Depicting a day in Bali - from the sunrise to a stroll through the villages past a local gamelan 
orchestra - this work is highly evocative and provides multiple opportunities for student creativity 
and contribution. The piece opens with an extended soundscape which includes bamboo chimes, 
and solos for descant recorder (in the flute part) that introduce the five-note scale upon which the 
work is based. If you like this work, also investigate Michael Colgrass’ Bali. 

Commissioning 

Collectively and individually we are responsible for engaging composers to write quality music for 
our medium. Great music does not write itself and composers deserve to be fairly paid for their 
work - we have the ability to grow our repertoire and give our young composers experience.  

Finale 

Belah Sun Woman (2014)        Junior-Intermediate 
Jodie Blackshaw 
Duration: 7:30 Difficulty: Project Piece - Beginner to Junior  
Publisher: GIA Music 

An incredible piece of art for players in their second year that will take them from ‘beginning’ band 
to mature young players. This work is in five movements and is a ‘project piece’ designed to be 
learned over an extended period. The first movement helps students embody and make a 
kinaesthetic connection to rhythm. Movements two to four develop cohesion, listening and playing 
within sections alongside complex body percussion and vocalisations for the other sections. The 
final movement is an extraordinary composition in itself of colour, depth and heart. The score for 
this work includes a treasure trove of activities and lesson plans that can be applied well beyond 
this work as well as a DVD demonstrating these techniques with students and interviews with Jodie 
and Craig Kirchhoff - a must-have teaching resource. 
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